
Photo Credits (top to bottom 

 Sisyphus, by wiloma, June 11, 2011, (CC BY 2.0), https://www.flickr.com/photos/owilley/5953536360 

 Movie Poster (1916), by Breve Storia del Cinema, February 4, 2014, Public Domain, https://www.flickr.com/photos/116153022@N02 

Touchstones Project Theme: Ambiguity/Paradox 

Join us in exploring Ambiguity/Paradox 

For I am—or I was—one of  those people who pride 
themselves on their willpower, on their ability to make a 
decision and carry it through. This virtue, like most vir-
tues, is ambiguity itself. People who believe that they are 
strong-willed and the masters of  their destiny can only 
continue to believe this by becoming specialists in self-
deception. Their decisions are not really decisions at all—a real decision 
makes one humble, one knows that it is at the mercy of  more things than 
can be named—but elaborate systems of  evasion, of  illusion, designed to 
make themselves and the world appear to be what they and the world are 
not. This is certainly what my decision, made so long ago…, came to. I had 
decided to allow no room in the universe for something which shamed and 
frightened me. I succeeded very well—by not looking at the universe, by 
not looking at myself, by remaining, ...in constant motion. James Baldwin 

The so-called paradox of  freedom is the argument that 
freedom in the sense of  absence of  any constraining 
control must lead to very great restraint, since it makes 
the bully free to enslave the meek. …Less well known 
is the paradox of  tolerance: Unlimited tolerance must lead 
to the disappearance of  tolerance. If  we extend unlim-
ited tolerance even to those who are intolerant, if  we 
are not prepared to defend a tolerant society against 
the onslaught of  the intolerant, then the tolerant will 

be destroyed, and tolerance with them. …[If  the intolerant] are not pre-
pared to meet us on the level of  rational argument, but begin by denounc-
ing all argument; they may forbid their followers to listen to rational argu-
ment, because it is deceptive, and teach them to answer arguments by the 
use of  their fists or pistols. We should therefore claim, in the name of  tol-
erance, the right not to tolerate the intolerant.    Karl Popper 


